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Only a fiawless pedigree — a long and illus- 
trious ancestry of purebreds —— can produce 
a champion show dog. 


Only audivox in the hearing aid field can trace an an- 
cestry that includes both Western Electric and Bell Tel- 
ephone Laboratories. audivox lineage springs from 
the pioneer experiments of Dr. Alexander Graham Bell, 
which were furthered by the development of the hearing 
aid at Bell Telephone Laboratories, brought to fruition 
by Western Electric and audivox engineers. 


Pedigreed in its field, audivox successor to Western 
Electric Hearing Aid Division, brings the boon of better 
hearing, and its enrichment of living, to thousands. With 
the magical modern transistor, with scientific hearing 
measurement and scientific instrument-fitting, serviced 
by a nation-wide network of professionally-skilled deal- 
ers, audivox moves forward today in a proud tradition. 


TO THE DOCTOR: Send your patient with a hear- 
ing problem to a career Audivox and Micronic 
dealer, chosen for his interest, integrity and abil- 
ity. There is such an Audivox dealer in every 
major city from coast to coast. 


Audivox new all-transistor 
model 71 hearing aid 











audivox 


Successor to WeSTern EJOCITIC Hearing Aid Division 


123 Worcester St., Boston, Mass. 
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The Purpose. Audecibel is strictly an edu- 
cational and professional journal, the pur- 
pose of which is to bring to the otologist, 
the hearing aid audiologist and others inter- }} 
ested in the field of hearing and audiology, 

authoritative articles, papers and data con- jj 
cerned with research, techniques, education 

and new developments in the field of treat- }} 
ing and assisting the hard of hearing. |} 


The Goal. The Society of Hearing Aid} 
Audiologists is dedicated to the goal of ff 
reaching and maintaining the highest pos- }} 
sible ethical standards in the field of ff 
hearing aid audiology. ¢ Audecibel is dedi- |} 
cated to the goal of rapport among all those 
concerned with the hard of hearing so that jj 
mutual and overlapping problems may be 
recognized, and outstanding ideas, skills and 
experiences be shared for the greater bene- }} 
fit of all. You are urged to write in for }} 
details of how YOU may participate in and |} 
benefit by this worthwhile endeavor. 
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The First Radioear 
hearing aid. 
It weighed 135 pound 

















p 1924 








wenn The newest Radioear master- 
Le) me piece, Model 830. 
All-Transistor, All-Magnetic 
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Radioear Celebrates 30 Years 


of Sincere Assistance 


to The Hard of Hearing 


Our greatest satisfaction during the past 30 
years has been the contribution of sincere help- 
fulness we have been able to make to the hard 
of hearing with product, understanding and 
service. It is for this that we are in business 
and because of this that we have been success- 
fully able to progress over these three decades. 

Founded by a man who himself required a 
dependable hearing aid to compensate for his 
own massive hearing loss, Radioear has always 
regarded personal assistance to those who 
needed hearing aid, far above the commercial 
aspect of any sale. Thus, Radioear’s basic 
policies have always been—(1) a hearing aid 
technically as excellent as can be produced; 
(2) a personal service that includes psycholog- 
ical conditioning and adjusting to a hearing 


aid; (3) a continuing interest and service to 
assure Radioear users the kind of hearing happi- 
ness that is worth far beyond the price they pay. 

In marking our 30th Anniversary, Radioear 
thanks the medical profession and all others 
associated with important activities so neces- 
sary to the hard of hearing, for the confidence 
that has been placed in Radioear hearing aids. 
Our anniversary promise is that Radioear hear- 
ing aids will continue to be-the finest instru- 
ments that can be produced, including the most 
modern hearing aid engineering principles and 
features—and that sincerity and painstaking 
effort will always be found in Radioear’s person- 
alized services to the hard of hearing. These 
are the fundamentals upon which Radioear 
dependability has been built and will endure. 


RADIOEAR CORPORATION 


Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh 16, Pa. 
Trustworthy Hearing Aids Since 1924 
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Newsletter 








This feature of AUDECIBEL is designed to keep you 
informed on current significant developments in the 
hearing aid industry and on significant happenings to 
individuals. Address contributions to The Editor, Suite 
1209, 6 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 2, Illinois. 








Unusual Invitation 
to Medical Field 


Our readers who are in the medical 
field will be interested in news of an 
invitation issued recently by The To- 
bacco Industry Research Committee, 
to university, hospital and other medi- 
cal research organizations through- 
out the nation, to submit proposals for 
specific cancer research projects for 
consideration. Dr. Clarence Cook Lit- 
tle, director of the Roscoe B. Jackson 
Memorial Laboratory, Bar Harbor, 
Maine, acting chairman, said that the 
board is in the process of reviewing 
60 applications and inquiries already 
received. 


Hearing Tests 


for Employees 


For the first time, it is now pos- 
sible to make proper facilities avail- 
able for the company testing of 
employees’ hearing, with the an- 
nouncement by Industrial Acoustics 
Co., New York City, of the produc- 
tion of a pre-fabricated audiometric 
soundproof testing room. 

Because it is pre-fabricated and of 
reasonable dimensions, the testing 
room can easily be.moved from one 
location to another all in one piece, 
or it can be dismantled and re-erected 
at another location within a few 
hours. Larger sizes can be made 
available if requested. 


Miniature Radio 
or TV Speaker 


A personalized, low-cost, miniature 
speaker has been developed by 
Wright-Zimmerman, New Brighton, 
Minnesota, which allows the hard of 
hearing to enjoy radio or TV pro- 
grams at normal distance from the 
loud speaker without distorting the 
normal speaking tones for the rest of 
the family. 
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Pennsylvania 


Directory Announced 


A note from Miss Gladys B. Fisk, 
Consultant, Special Education Dept. 
of Public Instruction, Harrisburg, Pa., 
advises us that a directory of Speech 
and Hearing Rehabilitation Services 
and Personnel in Pennsylvania is 
available on request in writing to 
Dept. of Public Instruction, Bureau 
of General Education, Harrisburg, 
Pa. Inquiries should be addressed to 
the attention of Mr. Francis B. Hass, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Please mention AUDECIBEL when 
writing. 





Newton 


Telex Appoints 
Dave Newton 


Appointment of David H. Newton 
as advertising manager for Telex, 
Inc., has been announced by the St. 
Paul firm. 


Newton will be in charge of all 
advertising for both the hearing aid 
and electro-acoustic division. He was 
formerly employed as sales promo- 
tion manager for Northwest Orient 
airlines and spent several years in 
the advertising and sales promotion 
department there. 
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Certified Hearing Aid Audiologist i 








Shown here in actual size is a form of 
Referral Slip being used very effectively 
by dealers, to refer, and to introduce, 
their customers to physicians and other 
specialists as deemed advisable. 
These Referral Slips are available in 
padded form, through S.H.A.A., at very 
nominal cost. They will be suitably im- 
printed with your name, address and 


other pertinent data as indicated. 

Address your inquiries to Grover C. 
Coil, Society of Hearing Aid Audiolo- 
gists, Room 815, 6 North Michigan Ave- 
nue, Chicago 2, Illinois. Indicate the 
quantity you require, and include the 
pertinent data you wish to have im- 
printed. We will send you an estimate 
on cost, for your confirmation. 








Dr. Richard J. Bellucci 


Nasal allergy is another con- 
dition seen more frequently than 
previously. The nasal obstruc- 
tion caused by allergy presents a 
similar picture of eustachian 
tube blockage and ear disease. I 
must reemphasize that the per- 
sistently obstructed nose from 
any origin is one of the chief 
causes of ear problems and loss 
of hearing. Attention to the nose 
is an important feature in con- 
serving hearing in children. 

Infection of the middle ear 
may lead to diseases of the 
mastoid. This becomes a more 
serious condition in that it 
usually means a more destruc- 
tive and protracted disease. The 
purulent discharge must pass 
around the ossicles and through 
the eardrum. When these struc- 
tures are bathed in pus for 
weeks and months they undergo 
decay. The tissues of the middle 
ear lose their delicate character 
and are replaced by scar tissue 
and adhesions. Hearing there- 
fore suffers in proportion to the 
length of time an ear is running. 


Lingering Infections 


Today chemotherapy under 
supervision of an otoligist has 
relieved roughly 98% of the in- 
fections of the mastoid which 
years ago required surgery. 
However, occasionally we meet 
a case in which the infection 
smolders and continues to do 
camage in spite of full doses of 
these agents. The eardrum is 





The first part of Drs. Bellucci's and 
Glerig's papers appear in Volume Ill, 
Number 1, Audecibel, published January/ 
February, 1954. Copies are available on 
request (75c). No charge to subscribers. 
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Concluding... 


Hearing Conservation in Children 
by Richard J. Bellucci, M.D. 


Surgeon in Charge, Hearing and Speech Clinic 


Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital, New York, N.Y. 


still opaque, the ear is still dis- 
charging slightly and the hear- 
ing is not returning to normal. 


Surgeon’s Decision 


This type of infection is resist- 
ant to the drugs and the surgeon 
must now decide to continue 
temporizing or to operate. When 
supperation has gone on for 
some time the question is:—can 
the inflammatory condition of 
the middle ear be reversed to a 
degree where normal function 
can be re-established? It is again 
necessary to emphasize that con- 
tinued ear suppuration causes 
persistant middle ear inflamma- 
tion and subsequent deafness. In 
most all cases, chemotherapy. 
will win the battle, but a few 
need surgery before the struc- 
tures are so damaged that they 
resist the return to normal, giv- 
ing normal function. Should the 
case require surgery, the oto- 
laryngologist, and more partic- 
ularly the ear surgeon, is obliged 
to remove the disease pfesent, 
and he must be ever conscious of 
the hearing which is at his finger- 
tips. To appreciate fully the 
problem of the ear surgeon 
whose task is to ameliorate or 
prevent deafness, one must com- 
prehend the complexity of struc- 
tures which make hearing pos- 
sible. For surgery demands an 
exacting surgical technique and 
very careful and exacting after- 
care. The ear is a challenge to 
even the most skilled hands as 
the surgeon must not only look 
to the removal of disease but 
also toward conservation of 
hearing. Structures removed 
during the operation cannot be 
replaced. It must be the sur- 
geon’s decision to remove only 
the structures that appear so 
badly damaged that their return 
to normal is not possible. The 
structures to remain are care- 
fully handled so that further in- 
jury to the membranes and os- 
sicles does not occur. However, 
the diseased tissue which is 


about these structures is to be 
thoroughly removed. 

To describe the surgical tech- 
nique in detail is not our purpose 
today. However, I approach a 
surgical ear problem in a child 
with the plan of doing just 
enough to remove the infection. 
Only in cases of severe chronic 
infection with extensive destruc- 
tion of the contents of the middle 
ear is a radical operation in- 
dicated. Children have a re- 
markable power of recovery. If 
given a change with good med- 
ical care and surgery of lesser 
degrees, a radical operation is 
rarely indicated. It is usually 
due to neglect the purulent 
exudates are allowed to remain 
around the tender parts of the 
ear for a long period of time. 
When these structures become 
so diseased that they cannot be 
allowed to remain, they are re- 
moved, but this results in a loss 
of hearing which is. permanent. 


Trivial Complaints Dangerous 


It is acknowledged that seri- 
ous ear problems require great 
surgical skill. However, many of 
the complaints which seem triv- 
ial lead to irreparable injury 
and loss of hearing. I can re- 
member a child who was brought 
to the hospital with a bead in 
the external auditory canal. 
Several previous attempts to re- 
move it at another hospital had 
proved unsuccessful. When the 
bead was finally removed the 
eardrum was found to be rup- 
tured and the ossicles dislo- 
cated. In terms of hearing, the 
damage done to the eardrum 
and ossicles in this case is equiv- 
alent to an untreated ear infec- 
tion of the severest type. 

In suitable cases the fenestra- 
tion operation is recognized as 
the method of choice for rehabil- 
itation of hard of hearing 
patients. It offers the patient 
normal, instrument free, true 
hearing which cannot be accom- 
plished by any other means. 
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However, it is very unusual for 
a child to undergo this surgery 
and our discussion on this sub- 
ject is short. 

Up until a few years ago chil- 
dren were considered to have 
normal hearing or they were 
considered to be deaf. The un- 
fortunate group of children 
which were hard of hearing 
could not compete in school on 
the same basis as normal chil- 
dren and they were retarded 
and handicapped when placed 
in classes with the deaf. The de- 
velopment of electronic aids util- 
izing amplification has been a 
tremendous help to these hard 
of hearing children. Not only 
can they hear well with the aids, 
but the teaching of speech has 
become easier and has assumed 
a new pattern. So well can hard 
of hearing children be rehabil- 
itated that even those with 
rather severe losses can compete 
with the normal, in practically 
every respect. Educational pro- 
grams such as these meetings 
will help to convey these great 
advances in the field of elec- 
tronics. Instructors of speech 
and hearing and educators in 
charge of schools must cer- 
tainly be aware that something 
really big has happened to as- 
—_— acoustically handicapped 
child. 


Differentiating Disorders 


We have already spoken of 
the aphrasic child. Children 
with congenital deafness and 
some types of mental disorder 
closely simulate the aphrasic in 
development. However, a care- 
ful medical examination includ- 
ing electroencephalography, 
audiologic and_ psychiatric 
studies may differentiate these 
three types of disorders. The 
congenitally deaf child has a 
certain behavior pattern which 
is characteristic. He is alert, he 
is active and uses his voice to 
attract attention. He is easily 
distracted by movement and 
shadows and has a character- 
istic ‘“‘warm-up” period before 
he accepts a new friend. In con- 
trast, the autistic child behaves 
distinctly differently. Chiefly, he 
cannot be interested in any ac- 
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tivity, he is inconsistent in re- 
sponses and is unfriendly. He 
shows no response to pain (even 
125 db). He never cries. He, of 
course, does not speak and ap- 
pears to be deaf. The behavior 
of the aphrasic child is typical 
in that he is uninhibited. He.is 
continuously moving; is im- 
mediately friendly, rarely cries 
and is eratic in responses when 
(Continued on Page 7) 





Concluding . . . 





Dr. Aram Glorig 


Why Wear A Hearing Aid?, _ 


by Aram Glorig, M.D. 


Director, Audiology & Speech Clinic 
Walter Reed Army Hospital, Washington, D.C. 


I submit that hearing makes the 
world a moving live place, that 
hearing is our only means of keep- 
ing constant contact with our 
environment. It is easy to sim- 
ulate blindness by merely closing 
one’s eyes, but simulating defec- 
tive hearing cannot be accom- 
plished by any means that I know 
of. Merely plugging your ears 
produces only a partial hearing 
loss, and yet even this amount 
produces a definite effect which is 
— many times by a severe 
oss. 

To be sure, loss of vision de- 
prives anyone of a great deal} so 
much that cannot be measured by 
comparison, but there are basic 
psychological developments which 
come only through hearing. For 
instance, vision is confined to a 
relatively small directional area, 
but hearing knows no restrictions 
but distance. In this facet en 
then, loss of hearing cuts us off 
from much more of our environ- 
ment than vision. 


Psychological Loss 


Loss of hearing deprives’ the 
person of an “intangible sqme- 
thing” which has been part of his 
hearing world previous to develop- 
ing his defect. This “intangible 
something” is, I believe, the 


ambient background sounds that 
fill the hearing world, the sounds 
which are below the intensity of 
purposeful sounds. They are heard 
by the normal ear but produce no 
overt response. They do, however, 
leave an impression on, let us say 
for want of a better word, the 
subconscious mind. It is the loss 
of these ambient sounds which 
produces a nameless lack in the 
person with a hearing loss. Actu- 
ally the hearing loss need not be 
severe because the ambient sounds 
are usually relatively low inten- 
sity sounds. 


Importance of Hearing Aids 


The reasons in favor of wear- 
ing a hearing aid may be con- 
sidered under two headings— 
those which concern the individual 
and those which concern the 
people around him. 

On the strength of the state- 
ments relative to the importance 
of good hearing, it would seem 
logical to me to wear a hearing 
aid just to recover this “intan- 
gible something,” this “some- 
thing’ which makes our environ- 
ment one that moves and. takes 
on life. Many hearing loss cases 
complain of a constant feeling of 
fear, but do not know what they 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Why Wear A Hearing Aid? 


(Concluded from page 5) 
fear. I have heard it expressed 
as a “nameless fear,”’ which de- 
scribes it very well. When one 
understands the psychology of 
hearing, it is relatively easy to 
point out the reason for this 
“nameless fear.”’ It is the lack of 
the undercurrent ambient sounds. 
The ambient sounds which make 
up this undercurrent background 
are lost to the person with defec- 
tive hearing long before he notices 
any real difficulty with speech, 
because under ordinary circum- 
stances the intensity of speech is 
above these ambient sounds. 


Now, since communication by 
speech is probably the primary 
conscious function of the ear, 
good speech reception should be 
reason enough in itself to wear 
a hearing aid. Many of you with 
a borderline hearing loss are 
probably saying, “I get along all 
right without help. Sure, I miss 
some words now and again, but, so 
what.” 








QUALITY 
EARMOLDS 


QUALITY DEALERS!!! 


Mid-States Laboratories is one 
of the fastest growing earmold 
facilities in the country. This 
phenomenal growth is un- 
doubtedly due to our meticu- 
lous attention to Quality and 
Service. 

The Mid-States organization 
represents over 50 years of 
hearing aid “know how”—We 
understand and appreciate the 
problems of the Hearing Aid 
Dealer. 


Look to Mid-States for 
QUALITY and SERVICE— 
at a substantial saving. 





218 East First Street 
Wichita 2, Kansas 
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by Aram Glorig, M.D. | 
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Believe me, there is more to | 
speech than is lost by a few mis- 
understood words. Communica- 
tion by speech is the one overt 
attribute which differentiates man 
from animals. Is not this function 
worth protecting by any means? 
Is it not worth the questionable | 
nuisance and self-imposed stigma 
associated with wearing an aid 
when it is such a big step toward 
good hearing and therefore good 
speech? Some of you are probably 
wondering what a hearing aid has 
to do with speech production. I 
say, “Everything.” 

Since the ear is the monitor for 
speech, and controls articulation, 
inflection, and volume, how can | 
one have good speech without a | 
good monitor? How does the child 
learn to speak? Through good 
hearing and by no other way. 

There are many more benefits 
to oneself from wearing an aid, | 
but time will not permit dis- 
cussing them. 


Earlier in our discussion I men- 
tioned benefits from an aid to 
those persons around us. Those 


of you who believe you are get- | 
ting along well in spite of a bor- | 


derline hearing loss should con- 
sider this for a moment. It is | 
obvious that it takes two to carry | 
on a conversation. 

I believe you who feel you are 


|doing so well will find that the 
| burden of effort is on the other 
| fellow, and in order to converse 


| satisfactorily he is having to raise 


his voice. How long do you think | 
he is going to keep this up? Would 

it not be infinitely better for you 

to “raise your hearing?” Under 

such conditions, is it any wonder | 
most people shy away from 
lengthy discussions with the hear- 
ing loss case? Such an example 
could be multiplied many times, 
but suffice it to say, “That if one 
is to maintain good friendly fel- 
lowship one must make an effort 
to be friendly.” In this case, a | 
word to the wise is sufficient. 
Why take a chance on losing good 
fellowship? To paraphrase our 
good friend Shakespeare—If I | 
did not already have normal hear- | 


ing, I would wear a hearing aid. | 

So, ladies and gentlemen, when | 
I am asked, ‘‘Why wear a hearing 
aid,” my simple straightforward | 
answer is, “Because you have a | 
hearing loss.” 


| deductible as 


Counsel 


by 
Felix Visk 


This being my maiden effort as a 
columnist, I should explain the aims 
and purpose of publishing it at all. 

First—the column is not intended 


| to take the place of your own attorney 


but rather to help you use his services 
to advantage. 


Second—to call your attention 
from time to time to new laws and 
rulings which you may want to dis- 
cuss with your attorney in connection 
with your own affairs. 

It should also be explained that 
all rules of law mentioned hereafter 
are given subject to the statutes and 


| holdings of the courts in the various 


states as well as those of the U.S.A. 
The United States is rather unique in 
that we have forty nine different 
bodies of law all of which touch and 
interlock at some points but no two 
of which are entirely alike. Illinois 
and most of the states of the Old 
Northwest Territory derive their com- 


| mon law from the state of Virginia. 


Each of these states in turn have 
modified it over the years as they 
have seen fit. At the other extreme 
is Louisiana which, in general, fol- 
lows the French civil law and in that 
respect is different from all the other 


| 47 states. 


No lawyer can hope to be an expert 
in all states and so no rule referred 
to in this column can be anything 
more than a suggestion that it may 
apply in your state and if it may 
effect you, you should consult your 
attorney. So much for introduction. 


| Do you have an attorney? 


If not, you should have. All busi- 
ness men would save many head- 
aches and much money if they used 
an attorney intelligently. Put him on 
a retainer or pay by the job as seems 
best to you but use him. Have him 
review your printed forms and draw 
all special contracts. Consult with him 
on tax matters, about your will and 
use him when you buy or sell real 
estate. If you get into a dispute which 
involves or may involve serious 


| amounts of money, see him before 


you write a letter. Have him approve 
all documents such as contracts, or- 
ders, etc., before you sign them— 
consulting him after you sign is 
locking the stable door after the 
horse is gone. Remember, his fees are 
a business expense 
when his advice relates to your busi- 


| ness and often times when it relates 


to your private affairs. In any case— 
for your own peace of mind and the 
sake of your pocketbook—use your 
attorney. 
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Hearing Aids Accepted by the A.M.A. . . Council 
On Physical Medicine ar Rehabilitation 


{As of May 1, 1954) 


TRANSISTOR HEARING AIDS 

ACOUSTICON Model *A-300, 
*A-310, A-330 

AUDIVOX Model 71 

BELTONE Concerto Model 

MAICO Transist-Ear Model O 

MICRONIC “All American” 
Hearing Aid 

MICROTONE Model T1, T31 

OTARION Model *C-15, *F-22 

RADIOEAR Model 820 

SILVERTONE Model H-25 

SONOTONE Model *1010 

TELEX Model *954 

UNEX Model TR-3D 

ZENITH Model Royal-T, Super 
Royal-T 


VACUUM TUBE 
HEARING AIDS 
ACOUSTICON MODELS A-17, 
A-180, A-185 

AUDIOTONE MODELS 11 & 
15 

AUDIVOX Models Super 67, 
70 

AUREX Models L, M 

BELTONE Mono-Pac Model 
Lyric, M, Rhapsody 

CLEARTONE Models 500, 700, 
Regency 

DAHLBERG Models D-1, D-2, 
D-3, D-4 

FORTIPHONE Models 19LR 
20A, 21C, 22 

GEM Model V-60 

GOLDENTONE Models 25, 692 
97 

MAICO Maxitone, Model J. 
Top Secret Model L 


Hearing g ; Commeroutiin in Children 


MICRONIC Models 303, Mer- 
cury, Star 
MICROTONE Classic Mode! 
T-9, Models T-10, T-612 
NATIONAL Ultrathin Model 
504, Vanity Model 506 
NORMATONE Models C. D-53 
OTARION Models B-15, B-30. 
F-1, F-3, G-3, H-1, Custom 5 
PARAVOX Models D, J, Y 
RADIOEAR Models, 62, 72, 82 
SILVERTONE Models H-16, 
J-92, P-15 
SOLO-PAK Modei 99 
SONOTONE Models 900, 910, 
920. 925, 940, 966, 977, 988 
TELEVOX Model E 
TELEX Models 99, 200, 300-B, 
400, 500, 952, 953, 1700 
TONAMIC Model 50 
TONEMASTER Cameo Model 
UNEX Midget Models 95, 110, 
Models 200, 230 
VACOLITE Models J, J-2 
ZENITH Miniature 75, Models 
Royal, Super-Royal, Regent 
(Accepted hearing aids more 
than five years old have been 
omitted from this 
brevity.) 


SEMI-PORTABLE 
HEARING AIDS 
AMBCO Hearing Amplifier 
AUREX Semi-Portable 
PRECISION Table 
Aid 
SONOTONE Professional 
Table Set Model 50 
*One-Transistor Instruments 


Hearing 


by Richard J. Bellucci, M.D. 


(Concluded from Page 5) 


damage to his brain he cannot 
do better. Therefore, there are 


disturbed. He will not gesture 
and movement about him goes 
unnoticed. 

These are just a few points 
cited for illustration. A great 
deal of work is necessary for a 
rather accurate diagnosis, but 
it is very important work. It 
is indeed discouraging for a 
teacher to spend a great many 
hours in hearing and speech 
training with an aphrasic child 
who is showing very little prog- 
ress. She may accept the burden 
of work easier if the diagnosis 
were known and that because of 
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a Te TS 


many aphrasic and autistic chile | 


dren who are in schools for thé 
deaf and are making poor prog; 


gress. On the other hand, con- | 
genitally deaf children learn | 


quickly and with training be- 
come totally adequate and 
valued citizens. 


It is important that the med. | 
ical profession make available | 
more extensive diagnostic | 


studies in order that deaf chil- 


dren can be better classified and | 
in turn are able to’ use every | 


minute of instruction to the best | 
advantage. 


A Complaint 


WORD HAS BEEN RECEIVED 
that your Society is run by a 
clique. Upon investigation we 
find this is true. Furthermore, 
we find that the clique is com- 
posed of faithful. members who 
are present at every meeting. 
who accept appointments to 
committees, who give willingly 
of their time, energies and ef- 
forts. There is no question that 
the enthusiasm, responsibility 
and efforts of these members 
are of inestimable value to your 
Society. We would therefore 
suggest that you join this clique. 
Begin by attending meetings 
regularly; take a more lively in- 
terest in Society activities; make 
helpful, constructive suggestions 
and accept responsibilities to 
serve on committees. Before you 
know it, you will become a mem- 
ber of the clique and you would 
be surprised to know how anx- 
ious they are to welcome you. 








ANNOUNCING 


The New Low Cost 


Audiotona] 
AUDIOMETER 


FOR ACCURATE MEASUREMENT 
OF HEARING LOSSES 
COMPACT, LIGHT WEIGHT UNIT 

OPERATES ON 105-125 VOLTS, 
60 CYCLES, A.C. 
FREQUENCIES OF 125 TO 8000 
CYCLES 
TONE INTERRUPTER 
BONE AND AIR CONDUCTION 
ROCK STEADY PERFORMANCE 
PRECISION-ENGINEERED 
HANDSOME CASE 
LOW PRICE 
x*wk 
MANUFACTURED BY THE MAKERS 


OF AUDIOTONE VACUUM TUBE AND 
TRANSISTOR HEARING AIDS 


AUDIO COMPANY 





OF 
AMERICA 
5305 No. 6th St. PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
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There's ROOM 


for a 


Maico Man -<- 


in your office! 


Maico Audiometers, group testing and 
group training units are widely ac- 
cepted by the Medical Profession. 

Because auditory examinations are 
as individual as the patients them- 
selves, a satisfactory testing instru- 
ment must be flexible enough for a 
variety of tests. Maico units are both 
versatile and accurate. Precision man- 
ufacture of these quality instruments 
is the basic responsibility of Maico to 
the audiologist. 

But Maico’s service policy is equally 





kekigtaawthe tages bee 
o i with a degree ing 
of accuracy that exceeds the 
specifications of A.S.A. 





Complete equipment for us- 
Massachusetts Hear- 
ing Test Method. 


important. The Maico representative 
in your city is always available to 
check and recalibrate your Audio- 
meter. Or you may have need for 
special training equipment for home 
use for a hard-of-hearing patient. 

He has a wide experience in the cus- 
tom-fitting of hearing aids so that 
your recommendations can be care- 
fully followed. 

The Maico man is at your service. 
Rely on him as one of your experi- 
enced assistants. 


ditory 


90% oF ALL AMERICA’S PRECISION AUDIOMETERS BUILT TODAY ARE MAICO-BUILT AUDIOMETERS 


Choice of radio, recorded, or 

microphone voice material 

for self training or group au- 
training. 


If you have no local Maico Tech- 
nician write direct to 


Oued 


HEARING AIDS 


THE MAICO COMPANY, Inc. 


RM. 901, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 





HEARING AIDS 
All-transistor aid powered by 
psule. Now so 


to provide true binaural 
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AN OPEN LETTER 
(o Independent 
Hearing Aid Dealers 








Once again, a Convention is here. 
Exhibitors have worked hard over 
setting up effective displays. An out- 
standing program has been arranged. 
And individual manufacturers have 
invited their exclusive dealers to 
dinners and meetings. 

Which means that the “orphans”— 
hearing aid dealers who have no 
parent-company—are left out in the 
cold. 

A few of us feel that we would like 
to gather for mutual enchange of 
ideas, information and some gaiety. 
Perhaps formulate a group within the 
SHAA whereby we could have an 
annual meeting at the time of the 
convention—even exchange ideas by 
mail the rest of the year. (Audecibel 
will be glad to help in this distribu- 
tion of information). 

Sales ideas, promotion matter, cus- 
tomer-relation plans—these are sub- 
jects which could well be discussed for 
the benefit of all. An exchange of 
such ideas and money-making pro- 
grams would mean that attendance at 
the convention could be an asset. This 
group of dealers, more than any other 
group, needs help and could make use 
of ideas because of their independent 
type of operation. 

If you are interested in attending a 
dinner meeting for Independent Deal- 
ers, write at once to Grover C. Coil, 
Executive Director, SHAA, 6 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. Plans 
will be made on the basis of the num- 
ber who indicate they will attend. 

* * * 

We have had recent discussions 
with three members of the Society— 
who are not dealers but who are Cer- 
tified Hearing Aid Audiologists—who 
have earned consistently, for more 
than three months, $1200 each—and 
who say brsiness is bad! All live and 
work in a rural community. 
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A Cordial Welcome 


... A Message from 
Grover C. Coil 


ON this, the occasion of the sixth 

annual meeting of the national 
dealer organization, the fourth scien- 
tific lecture series and the third an- 
nual business session of the Society of 


| Hearing Aid Audiologists, we extend 
| greetings. 


To those millions of persons who 
have a hearing problem or who are 
concerned with the communication 
problems of others, this great hearing 
aid show, and our continued services, 
are dedicated. You are thrice welcome 


| to visit with us, to listen and to ob- 
| serve, that you may be richer of mind 


and happier of heart for having come. 
Particularly for those who serve the 


| acoustically impaired was this pro- 
| gram prepared—to enable them to 








profit in full measure from the series 
of excellent papers being presented by 
some of the wisest minds in their re- 
spective fields. The speakers should 
afford inspiration and stimulation to 
carry you forward to the high goal set 
for all members of our Society. 

Upon this occasion, again the sev- 
eral champions of service to the hard 
of hearing—the physician, the clini- 
cian, the social service worker, and 
those who fit, service and sell hearing 
aids—have joined together in one 
great public relations effort. 





The following words of St. Augus- 
tine, quoted many times by others, 
and by us, are meaningful and so 
particularly fitting that we believe 
they are worth repeating at this time. 


“Thou knowest well how to excuse 
and to colour thine own deeds, but 
thou wilt not accept the excuses of 
others. It would be more just to ac- 
cuse thyself and excuse thy brother. 
If thou will that others bear with thee, 
bear thou with others. Behold how far 
thou art from the true charity and hu- 
mility which knows not how to be an- 
gry or indignant against any save self 
alone. It is no great thing to mingle 
with the good and the meek, for this 
is naturally pleasing to all, and every 
one of us willingly enjoyeth peace and 
liketh best those who think with us; 
but to be able to live peaceably with 
the hard and perverse, or with the 
disorderly, or with those who oppose 
us, this is a great grace and a thing 
much to be commended and most 
worthy of a man.” 


Our special appreciation is extended 
to President Zanolli, to the Board of 
Governors, to the Budget Committee, 
and to all those who have helped to 
prepare and present this great Na- 
tional Hearing Show. 


Exhibitors—National Hearing Show 


Booth 
#21 American Sound Products, Inc. 
19 Audio Co. of America 
22 & 23 Audivox, Inc. 
31 & 32 Beltone Hearing Aid Co. 
5 CBS-Hytron 
1&2 The Dahiberg Company 
30 General Dry Batteries, Inc. 
d The Maico Co., Inc. 
20 P. R. Maliéry & Co.,*Inc. 
6 The Microtone Company 
28 National Carbon Company 
27 Otarion, Inc. 
17 Paravox, Inc. 
25 & 26 Radioear Corporation 
3 Raytheon Mfg. Co. 
29 Sonora Hearing Aid Co. 
8 Soundcraft Co., Houston, Texas 
Telex Inc., St. Paul, Minn. 
10 Scientific Exhibit, Div. Voc. Rehab. 
11 Acousticon Co. 





S. ft. A. A. 


SOCIETY OF HEARING AID 
AUDIOLOGIST 


Officers and Governors 


Thornton Zanolli, President 

George M. Absalom, Jr., Vice-President 
Max Elbaum, Secretary & Treasurer 
Felix Visk, Asst. Secty./Legal Counsel 
Grover C. Coil, Executive Director 
Charles F. Harper 
Walter L. Metcalfe 
Harold Otten 








Metcalfe 


Grover C. Coil 


Executive Director, S.H.A.A. 
Executive Secretary, |.H.A.A. 
Managing Editor, Audecibel 
Program Chairman 
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Edgewater Beach Hotel, * 
Chicago | 


EXHIBITS WILL BE OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUB- 
LIC FROM 2:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, and from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday. 





: | 
National Hear 


THURSDAY, June 24th | 


Morning—Chairman, Thornton Zanolli; Associate Chairman, 


Grover C. Coil | 


7:30-9:30 Registration 


9:30 Opening of the 4th Scientific Lecture Series 
Society of Hearing Aid Audiologists 
Invocation, Adolf Bohn, D.D., Pastor Edge- 
water Presbyterian Church. 
Address of Welcome—Roger Long, Certified 
Hearing Aid Audiologist 
10:00 “PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF HEARING 
AIDS TO CHILDREN” 
Jane Irvine, M.A., Instructor in Audiology, 
Illinois Eye and Ear Infirmary, Chicago 
11:00 “FITTING HEARING AIDS TO CASES 
WHERE RECRUITMENT IS PRESENT” 
William F. Waldrop, Ph.D., Director, Speech 
and Hearing Clinic, St. Luke’s Hospital, and 
Children’s Hospital, Chicago 
12:00 Luncheon 


Afternoon—Chairman, Walter Metcalfe; Associate Chairman, 


Max Elbaum 
2:00-2:15 “NEW HORIZONS FOR THE HEARING AID 
INDUSTRY” 


Samuel Posen, President of Beltone Hearing 
Aid Company 


h 2:15-2:45 “PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF DEAF- 


NESS AS RELATED TO THE FITTING s 
AND USE OF HEARING AIDS” 
Duncan R. C. Scott, M.A., University of Chi- 

cago College of Medicine 
2:45-3:30 “PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF HEAR- 

ING AID AUDIOLOGY IN METROPOLI- 

TAN CENTERS AND IN RURAL COM- 

MUNITIES” 


Panel _Discussion— 
Clark, Clarence M., Pittsburgh 
Cluse, Othal, Youngstown, Ohio 
Ken Steeves, Windsor, Ont. 
Grady, Troy V., Detroit 
Holland, George D., Lubbock, Texas 
Kent, Buel C., Wichita, Kansas 
Manny, Joseph, New York City 
Metcalfe, Walter, Oklahoma City 
Schell, Ralph, Burlington, Vt. 
VanderHorst, David A., Bay Shore, N.Y. 
3:30-4:00 “PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE 
PRINCIPLES OF AUDIOLOGY TO THE 
FITTING OF HEARING AIDS IN DEAL- 
ERS’ OFFICES” 
Leland Rosemond, President of Otarion, Inc. 
Evening session begins at 8:00 p.m.—Chairman, Charles 
Harper; Associate Chairman, Grover C. Coil 


8:15 “HEARING CONSERVATION IN CHIL- 
DREN” 


Panel discussion—one otologist, one audio- 
logist, one hearing aid audiologist, one par- 
ent, one psychologist, and one social service 
worker 


FRIDAY, June 25th ¢ 
Morning—Chairman, Thornton Zanolli; Associate Chairman, : 


Kenneth S. Woods % 
Business meeting—Members Only 


Miss Hearing Aid 1954 and her Attendants will be ii 





ee — 
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AUDECIBEL 





| : 
Show 


June 24, 25, 


aring 
26, 1954 


c) 
8:00 Report of Nominating Committee 
| Election of Officers 
President’s Report 
Treasurer’s Report 
Executive Director’s Report 
A special program has been arranged for the general 
public on Thursday and Friday evenings. 


9:00 General Meeting of SHAA & IHAA members 
and Attending Dealers, Consultants & Asso- 
ciates 

Recommendations and/or nominations for elec- 
tion to a national advisory board of a hear- 
ing aid retailers group as elsewhere de- 
scribed 

Communication problems as related to the 

fitting, servicing and selling of hearing aids. 

Martin Maloney, Ph.D., School of Speech, 

Northwestern University 

12:00 Luncheon 


11:00-12:00 


Afternoon—Chairman, George M. Absalom Jr.; Associate 
Chairman, Troy Grady 


2:00-3:00 “THE EFFECT OF TRANSISTORS ON 
| FUTURE HEARING AID DESIGN” 
| — E. Propper, President of Audiovox, 
ne. 
3:00-3:30 “INDUSTRIAL NOISE AND ITS PRACTI- 
CAL CONTROLS; ITS EFFECT ON HU- 
MAN HEARING; IMPORTANCE OF PRE- 
EMPLOYMENT AUDITORY EVALUA- 
TION” 
j € Floyd A. Van Attat, T.H.D., National Safety 
Council. 
| 3:30-4:00 “THE PROBLEM OF OCCUPATIONAL 


DEAFNESS AS RELATED TO THE HEAR- 
ING AID DEALER” 


Charles Lowe, Certified Hearing Aid Audiologist 


Evening session begins at 8:00 p.m.—Chairman, Harold 
Otten; Associate Chairman, Grover C. Coil 


8:15 “State Rehabilitation Program in Action” 
Robert W. Teeter, Ass’t. State Supervisor, 
Div. of Vocational Rehabilitation 

9:00 “HEARING CONSERVATION IN ADULTS” 


Panel Discussion—one otologist, one audio- 
logist, one hearing aid audiologist, one H. A. 


user, one psychologist, and one social service 
worker 


SATURDAY, June 26th 


Morning—Chairman, Thornton Zanolli; Associate Chairman, 
Harold Otten 


“HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
HEARING AIDS DESIGNED FOR SELEC- 
TIVE FITTING AS OPPOSED TO THE 
FLAT OR SLIGHTLY RISING CHARAC- 
TERISTICS FOR ALL CASES AS RECOM- 
MENDED IN THE HARVARD REPORT” 


Harvey Fletcher, Ph.D., formerly Acoustic Re- 
search Director, Bell Telephone Labs., pres- 
ently Director of Research, Brigham Young 
University 


“PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE 
TECHNIQUE OF SELECTIVE FITTING 
HEARING AIDS IN DEALERS’ OFFICES” 


a 
Leland Watson, President of the Maico Com- 


+ * pany 


ill be introduced 8:00 p.m. Thursday and Friday. 


a —————__ 
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SECTION OF INSTRUCTION 


#1.—“Elementary. Audiometry” 
Instiuctor: Harold Dierke 


Two hour period—Limited to 12—Entrance 
fee, $2 


Course 


(See Bulletin Board for location and time) 


Course #2.—‘“‘Advanced Audiometry—Emphasis on; Pure 
Tone Audiometry” 
Instructor: Troy V. Grady 
Two hour period—Limited to 12—Entrance 
fee, $2 


(See Bulletin Board for location and time) 


Course #3.—‘Advanced Audiometry—Emphasis on 
Speech Audiometry”’ 
Instructor: Leland Utley, Jr. 
Two hour period—Limited to 12—Entrance 
fee, $2 


(See Bulletin Board for location and time) 


Course #4.—‘“‘A Technique for Taking a Proper Impres- 


sion of the Ear, Including a Discussion 
and Demonstration of Various Types of 
Impression Materials—Their Advantages 
and Disadvantages—Characteristics Acous- 
tical and Physical Which Determine the 
Type Ear Piece Required and How to 
Instruct the Laboratory, Assuring that 
You Will Receive a Properly Manufactured 
Ear Piece” 

Instructor: (open) 


Two hour period—Limited to 12—Entrance 
fee, $2 


(See Bulletin Board for location and time) 





Elections Notice 


At the annual meeting of the Society, a new Secretary- 
Treasurer will be elected. A vacancy will exist in the South- 
East district and a governor must be elected for this post; 
also for the North-Central district to replace Charles 
Harper, resigned. 


Secretary-Treasurer is usually one person and elected 
for one year. The governor for the South-East district will 
this time be elected for a period of five years. Attention of 
the membership is directed to the provision in the By-laws 
that no nomination for any office in the Society will be in 
order whether present-d from the floor or otherwise unless 
such nomination shall be accompanied with the statement 
of the member’s qualifications for the office for which he is 
nominated. 


The names of the Nominating Committee wiil be pub- 
lished and it is recommended that suggestions be forwarded 
to each of the individual members of the Committee making 
any recommendations that you might have for the office, 
as it so often seems difficult for the members of the 
Nominating Committee to get suggestions from the field. 


The following persons will constitute a Nominating 
Committee whose duty will be to present to the Board at 
the annual meeting a nominee for office of the Secretary- 
Treasurer. This person will serve for one year: Also, a 
nominee for the Board of Governors to represent the South- 
East district to serve for five consecutive years. No 
nominee fsr the Board of Governors to represent the South- 
as this office is filled by the Board of Governors from one 
of their number. The office of Treasurer is the only one in 
which a member may not succeed himself in office. 
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For Special Attention— 


Messrs. Carl Brooks 

Kenneth Dahlberg 

John Hessey 

Gordon Ives 

D. M. McKinney 

Charles Moore 

Stanley Osserman 

Irving Schachtel 

Fred Wonders 

—and in fact, 

all those interested in effectively reach- 
ing the entire field of Audiology— 


Medical, Research, Education, Practical 
—and the Hearing Aid industry. 








AUDECIBEL is the ONLY publication that 
carries the word to the farthest horizon .. . 
and could have presented your message where— 
and in a way—that would be of utmost mutual 
benefit. 


sixty (60) days. 











Not only will the 15,000 readers NOT see your message, 

but not having seen it, CANNOT pass it along to the ONE 

MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND (1,800,000) people with 
hearing impairment that they will see and serve during the next 


AUDECIBEL is the BEST buy in the hearing aid field. 

There is no waste circulation—99% of our readers 

and their families are of the “upper-half” group of American families 
which buys more than 70% of all goods sold. 

This is YOUR MARKET no matter what you sell. 


AWW BD REN SEE BER 


Official Publication of the Seciety of Hearing Aid Audiologists t 


6 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 2 ° TELEPHONE: STATE 2-6859 @ 





Circulation Analysis—Iindividually Mailed 
7,000 plus to Physicians, E.E.N.T. specialists ' 


5,000 plus to Hearing Aid Retailers and Manufacturers 
2,000 plus to individual Teachers, Clinicians 

and others working with the hard of hearing 

1,000 plus to Schools, Hospitals, Veterans 
Administration Facilities, Audiology Clinics, 
Rehabilitation agencies, Social Service 

agencies and miscellaneous others. 


Total: 15,000 plus! 
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TRUMPET 


1920 - 


PORTOPHONE y <2 


Mid 19+h Century 








A Century of Progress 








1954 
BELTONE 


CONCERTO 

















in HEARING AIDS 


As drastically as hearing aids have changed 
in looks over the past 100 years, the im- 
provement in hearing efficiency has been 
infinitely greater. The real oldsters pictured 
in the foreground above were of no value 
to anyone with a real hearing loss. Even 
the ponderous Portophone of 1920 was by 


Beltone 


no means as superior to them as it would 
be inferior to the Beltone Concerto of 
1954. The Concerto’s revolutionary triple- 
transistor circuit gives startling evidence of 
Beltone’s long standing leadership in re- 
search—a new high in ease and clarity of 
hearing. 


TRIPLE-TRANSISTOR 
HEARING AIDS 


BELTONE HEARING AID COMPANY — 2900 WEST 36TH STREET — CHICAGO 32, ILLINOIS 
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Dr. Greydon G. Boyd 


Medical and surgical management 
of deafness is most easily discussed 
by dividing it into parts according to 
the location of the lesion. In general, 
this also separates conductive from 
perceptive types. The former respond 
readily to treatment, the lstier to 
prevention and rehabilitation. 

Obstruction of the external canal 
may be due to wax, foreign bodies, 
exostoses, otitis externas, atresias 
and tumors. 


Removal of wax is done by careful 
irrigation to avoid rupture of the ear 
drum or by instrumentation. Some- 
times drops may be necessary to 
soften impactions first. Canal obstruc- 
tion causes a low tone loss of about 
35 to 50 db., elthough high tone losses 
also occur with complete obstruction. 
Unilateral blocking in children end 
occasionally in adults may be due to 
insertion of an eraser, a pe2, cotton 
or other foreign body into the cinal, 
resulting in trauma to the canal or 
swelling of the foreign body. These 
usually can be removed with instru- 
ments, although anesthesia and surg- 
ical opening of the canal is required 
on occasions. 


Exostoses, by narrowing the canal, 
cause it to become blocked easily. In 
animals these can be produced by irri- 
gating with ice water, which suggests 
a possible etiology. They can be re- 
moved by separating the overlying 
skin and cutting the bony spur away 
with a dental burr. The skin or a 
graft is then replaced over the ex- 
posed bone. 


External otitis causes obstruction 
with swelling, debris and exudate. It 
interferes with wearing an air aid. 
The usual causes are: 

1. Bacteria or fungus treated by 
isolating the causative organism and 
using the proper antibiotic or other 
agents. In resistant cases X-ray may 
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Medical and Surgical 


Management of Deafness 


by Greydon G. Boyd, M.D. 


Assistant Professor, Otolaryngology, 


Bellevue-New York University Medical School 


Surgeon, New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 


succeed. Overtreatment with strong 
applications prolongs the condition. 

2. Allergy from hair dyes, plastics 
such as ear molds and occupational 
exposures. These are relieved by pre- 
venting exposure and using bland 
medicaments. Dermitities from dan- 
druff and endocrine disturbances. 

3. Atresias result from injuries or 
operative procedures and is also of 
congenital origin. 

Most surgeons prefer a post auric- 
ular incision and a modified radical 
mastoid with a skin graft. The pres- 
ence or absence of hearing is first 
determined by bone conduction hear- 
ing tests, lateralization of sound, X- 
rays and examination of the naso- 
pharynx for eustachian tube orifices. 

Benign and malignant tumors oc- 
curring in the canal should be ex- 
amined pathologically and treated as 
indicated. 


Ear Drum Perforation 


Small perforations in the ear drum 
may be made to heal by cauterizing 
with trichloricetic acid. A patch over 
the perforation, such as cigarette 
paper or plastic membrane, may aid 
the healing of a perforation. If there 
is a large perforation with a dry 
middle ear, sometimes hearing im- 
provement may be obtained by the 
use of an artificial eardrum. One of 
these is known as the Pohlman arti- 
ficial eardrum and consists of a small 
finger cotlike plastic tube which is 
inserted through the perforation and 
makes contact in the vicinity of the 
round window. As much as a 35 db. 
hearing improvement can be obtained. 
The objection to these is the possi- 
bility of introducing infection or acti- 
vating an atitis media. 


Middle Ear Diseases Associated 
with Deafness 

They may be divided into purulent 
otitis media acute and chronic, ca- 
tarrhal otitis media, serious otitis 
media, erotitis media and tumors. 
These conditions may result from 
upper respiratory disease, usually of 


In addition to the above, Dr. Boyd is 
E.N.T. Consultant to the Veterans 
Administration in Brooklyn, is in 
E.N.T. practice in New York City and 
a resident in E.N.T. at the New York 
Eye and Ear Infirmary. He is a grad- 
uate of Harvard Medical School. 


en infectious nature or of allergic 
origin. Sinusitis, adenoid hypertrophy, 
polyps, nasopharyngeal tumors—all 
can cause eustachian tube obstruction 
and result in various pathologies in 
the middle ear. 

Changes in altitude experienced in 
airplanes or during submersion may 
produce an earotitis media severe 
enough to cause permanent damage 
to hearing by hemorrhage and scar 
tissue formation. Inflation and evac- 
uation of fluid are used as indicated. 


Treatment of Otitis Media 

Treatment of purulent otitis media 
will usually be successful if proper 
therapy is initiated and carried out 
long enough during the acute stage. 
This means use of adequate doses of 
penicillin or other antibiotics and fol- 
lowing the patient to see that the 
antibiotic has not masked the symp- 
toms without complete resolution. 
Deafness, thickened ear drums and 
some cloudiness in the mastoid may 
be the only signs of an unresolved 
mastoiditis. Continuation of local 
treatment and antibiotic therapy will 
often clear up a smoldering ear con- 
dition. In other cases, after three or 
four weeks of discharge and signs of 
a mastoid involvement, a mastoidec- 
tomy is indicated to preserve the 
hearing. This is best done through 
the post auricular approach in acute 
cases and should usually result in 
complete restoration of hearing. 
Where the mastoditis and the otitis 
have become chronic, then either a 
modified or a radical mastoidectomy 
will be necessary in order to clear up 
the condition and preserve hearing. 
The type of operation selected de- 
pends on the hearing level and wheth- 
er there is a serious threat to the 
patient’s life by not doing a complete 
radical mastoid. Where good hearing 
is present, 30 db. or better, and no 
other counter indication, a modified 
radical should be done. In these cases 
either the endaural or the post auric- 
ular approach may be used. 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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HEARING Ald 
"A" BATTERY 





No. 14 
PACKED 100 


All cells illustrated 
above actual size 


May/June, 1954 


Order now from 
your hearing aid 
battery supplier 


RAY-O-VAG COMPANY 


M 


HEARING AID “A” BATTERIES 


@TOPS IN QUALITY @LOW IN COST 


The new Ray-O-Vac alkaline-mercury No. 1 — newly developed 
for both tube and transistor type aids. 


Recommended retail price — 32¢ 


Continues to meet favor with the vacuum tube user. Laboratory 
and field tests prove the square No. 41 to be the lowest cost-per- 
hour pen light type “A” — fits nearly all pen light cavities and 


can be used in pairs for instruments requiring two cells. 


Recommended retail price — 15¢ 


Economy plus! For those aids designed to accommodate the 
larger “A” battery, here is a Leclanche (carbon-zinc) type battery 


that offers maximum efficiency at extremely low initial cost. 


Recommended retail price — 15¢ 


In addition, Ray-O-Vac manufactures a complete line of batteries 


for hearing aids ... the famous, popular line for those who need 


The Power 70 Hear / 





SPECIAL PRODUCTS DIVISION 


AC 2. ees Webs Cee ai oe 





15 





¥, 


Medical and Surgical 


Management of Deafness 
by Greydon G. Boyd, M.D. 


(Continued from Page 14) 


Chronic otitis medias may result in 
granulation and polyp formation. 
These sometimes can be removed 
through the ear canal with improved 
draininge and clearing up of discharg- 
ing ears. Occasionally a diseased os- 
sicle can be removed with the same 
result. 

Serious otitis media has been much 
more frequently reported recently. 
Whether this is due to the fact that 
it was not recognized before or wheth- 
er it is more prevalent now, I do not 
know. Patients come in complaining 
of deafness and a feeling of fullness 
in the ear. Examination may show 
very little abnormal findings, but close 
scrutiny of the ear drum usually 
shows a slight amber color to the 
membrane. On inflation a moist 
sound is produced. On aspiration 
through the anterior, inferior region 
of the ear drum, a considerable amount 
of amber colored, sterile fluid may 
be obtained. This gives immediate 
relief to the patient with improvement 
in hearing. The fluid frequently re- 
accumulates and has to be aspirated 
again. Some of these cases clear with 
inflations and aspiration, while others 
may be persistent enough to require 
mastoidectomy. Instead of aspiration, 
sometimes a large incision with in- 
flation is indicated. This condition 
may result from an allergy or from an 
upper respiratory infection. 

Catarrhal otitis media results from 
upper respiratory inflammatory con- 
dition or from an allergy with result- 
ing obstruction of the eustachian 
tubes and chronic thickening of the 
membranes in the middle ear and of 
the ear drum. The ear drum may be- 
come restracted. Treatment of the 
upver respiratory condition and in- 
flations are usually carried out with 
some relief to the patient. 

In otosclerosis, dense, bony deposits 
in the labyrinth may eventually fix 
the stapes in the oval window. A 
conductive type of deafness is pro- 
duced. The cause is unknown and 
there is no medical treatment. Restor- 
ation to a useful hearing level may 
be obtained in a high percentage 
of cases by fenestration operation. 
This operation is performed usually 
through an endaural approach. The 
mastoid, cortex and cells over the 
labyrinth are removed and a window 
made into the dome of the labyrinth. 
This window is covered by a skin flap 
fashioned from the skin of the poste- 
rior canal, which is left attached to 
the ear drum. These patients are also 
good candidates for a hearing aid. 
It is believed by some than the fenes- 
tration operation may prevent con- 
tinued deterioration of hearing in the 
operated ear even though it is not 
successful in restoring hearing. 
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Deafness associated with inner ear 
disease is usually perceptive in type. 
Among the causes are labyrinthitis, 
Meniere’s disease, acoustic trauma, 
sudden deafness of unknown etiology, 
heredity, toxic substances such as 
dyhrostreptomycin and quinine, virus 
diseases like measles and mumps, 
meningitis and tumors of the eighth 
nerve. In general, these do not re- 
spond well to medical or surgical 
treatment with the exception of those 
from infections, Meniere’s disease 
and tumors. The main objective is to 
find the cause and eliminate it before 
too much damage is done and then 
rehabilitate the patient. Labyrinthi- 
tis from acute and chronic middle ear 
disease has a better prognosis with 
newer medications than formerly. 

Meniere’s disease is a condition in 
which dizziness, deafness and tinnitus 
occur, usually in attacks of sudden 
onset. The tinnitus is of low tone type. 
The hearing loss fluctuates and be- 
tween attacks the patient may be 
perfectly all right, although perma- 
nent damage to hearing usually even- 
tuates. At least some of these causes 
are allergic in origin and respond to 
diet, antihistamines and drugs af- 
fecting the vasomotor system. Occa- 
sionally it may be so severe and pro- 
longed that it is necessary to destroy 
the labyrinth in unilateral cases. 

Working in a noisy environment or 
being exposed to loud, sudden noise 
will result in high tone deafness. 
Some individuals are more susceptible 
than others. Removal from a noisy 
environment may bring about some 
recovery of hearing. There is no 
satisfactory treatment for deafness of 
this type after it has been once 
established. 

Deafness caused by toxic substances 
such as dihydrostreptomycin, quinine, 
alcohol, tobacco, may show some re- 
covery after removal of the noxious 
agent, but there is no medical treat- 
ment other than this. Foci of infec- 
tion, particullarly abscessed teeth, are 
best treated by removal. 

Sudden deafness, usually in one 
ear, occurs in patients at all ages. 
The etiology may be in some an 
allergy, in some a vascular accident, 
but it is usually of unknown cause. 
Emotional shocks may result in sud- 
den deafness. A popular theory is 
that the mechanism in this condition 
is the slowing down of the circulation 
through the labyrinth with the re- 
sulting anoxic damage to the nerve 
cells in the chochlea. Therapy here is 
usually directed to the improvement 
of the circulation by vasodilator drugs, 
such as procaine intravenously and 
nicotinic acid. Immediate institution 
of treatment may preserve hearing, 
but once the hearing loss is estab- 
lished prognosis for recovery is poor. 

(Concluded on Page 18) 











Audecibel 
Invites... 


Researchers 


Teachers 


Practitioners 


Graduate students 


... to submit 
cientific 


Apers... 


for publication. In addition 
to the papers of established 
authorities and leaders of the 
profession, the pages of Au- 
decibel are open to the young- 
er members of the profession 
as a medium of communica- 
tion for exchanging views 
and experiences, widening 
horizons on that level. 





Send papers to Grover C. 
Coil, Managing Editor, Au- 
decibel, 6 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago 2, Illinois. 
All manuscripts submitted 
must be signed by the author. 
Photographs, charts or dia- 
grams accompanying such 
manuscripts become the prop- 
erty of Audecibel. 
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CHICAGO* 


arion HAS MOVED... 





New Home of OTARION, INC. Dobbs Ferry, N. Y.— 
Only a Few Minutes From New York City 


OTARION'S modern new plant is ideally located... 
close to suppliers and in the heart of the nation’s finest 
shipping and transportation facilities. The New York 
Central main line is at our door, also pick-up and 
delivery points for air freight and express from the 3 
major metropolitan fields. Finally, Dobbs Ferry is a 
beautiful residential community where our workers are 
permanently situated in their own homes. An operating 
set-up hard to beat! 


€ DOBBS FERRY, N. Y.* oY 
S 


NOW 


WATCH arion go places!!! 


Big news in the hearing aid industry! OTARION now combines fifteen years of outstanding man- 
ufacturing achievement with over twenty years of promotion and sales development experience, 
under the new and vigorous leadership. The strength of these united forces is already on the move. 
OTARION’S engineers are working night and day... inventing many new means of making 
OTARION the finest product in the hearing aid field. 

The AMAZING RESULTS WILL BE UNVEILED AT THE CHICAGO CONVENTION! 
Never before have we had a better right to say: “THAT EXTRA QUALITY IN OTARION IS 
THE INTEGRITY OF ITS MAKER”. OTARION’S new microphone screen, mounting and case 
make it one of the quietest ALL-TRANSITOR hearing aids on today’s market. OTARION’S new 
AUTOMATIC GOVERNOR .. . popularly called the “Shock-Absorber” . . . allows more 
accurate, easier fitting between the hearing level and the discomfort level. And the OTARION'’S 
3-WAY AUDRIATIC CONTROL plus the FOUR AIR RECEIVERS NOW IN THE NEW 
“LITTLE EAR” (no larger than an aspirin tablet) makes possible aimost unlimited fittings. 


Sbeseeeseenesr 





BE SURE YOU SEE OTARION’S SENSATIONAL NEW FEATURES AT THE CONVENTION IN 


CHICAGO JUNE 24, 25, and 26. BOOTH #27, EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL. FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION WRITE LELAND ROSEMOND, PRESIDENT. 


s QriOn, inc. DOBBS FERRY, NEW YORK 


‘THE LITTLE EAR*’ 
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With this issue, Audecibel starts a 
new service to readers in the form of 
an “Advice of Counsel” column (see 
Page 6) which will appear monthly, 
written by Felix Visk, practicing At- 
torney-at-Law, Chicago, member of 
the legal firm of Meses, Bachrach and 
Kennedy, and general counsel and 
advisor to the Society of Hearing Aid 
Audiologists. 

Readers are invited to send in their 
questions and comments, addressing 
them to Felix Visk, The Audecibel, 
6 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
2, Illinois. 
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The Business of the Meeting... 


Discussion of plans for the consoli- 
dation of the IHAA, the SHAA and 
integrating the personnel of all cate- 
gories at the retail level into one 
strong, dominant organization pro- 
viding the proper and needed services 
for member individuals in each and 
all of the various groups or categories 
including those who do not seek to be 
Certified Hearing Aid Audiologists, 
neither who seek or aspire to achieve 
the status of Certified Hearing Aid 
“Dealers” or “Counselors” within this 
national organization; but who prefer 
to continue operating as individual- 
ists following the dictates of their 
own conscience, subscribing only to 
the general code of ethics established 
as a prerequisite for membership in 
this national organization. 

In order that each person present 
may have his or her views on this 
subject expressed, discussion from the 
floor will be limited, and conducted 
according to the following pattern— 








CARSON'S 
CARRIERS 


THE COUNTRY’S FINEST 
GARMENT 


Endorsed and recom- 
mended by leading hear- 
ing aid manufacturers 


WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLE 


and see why more dealers 
handle Carson's Carriers 
than any other make. 


1328 W. Fond du Lac 
Avenue 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 











S.A.A.A. Sewices... 


Are you taking full advantage of 
the various valuable services that 
are available through membership 
in the Society? Are you acquainted 
with them? Herewith a partial list. 
If you would like further informa- 
tion concerning any of these serv- 
ices just drop an inquiry to Special 
Services, Society of Hearing Aid 
Audiologists, 6 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago 2, Illinois. 


@ Bibliography — Technical Publica- 
tions 


@ Special Discount—Technical Books 
and Publications 


@ Advertising Mats 


@ Classified Telephone Directory 
Listings 


@ Referral Slips (See Page 3) 








Classified 
WANTED: EXPERIENCED AUDIOLO- 
GIST for part-time work, commercial re- 
search, Metropolitan Chicago. Address 
replies to Box 115, Audecibel, 6 N. Mich- 
igan Avenue, Chicago 2, Hl. Give full 
details. Replies held in confidence. 


the audience will be divided into 
groups of six; each group will ap- 
point a chairman-spokesman for that 
particular group; each member of 
this group of six will be allowed ex- 
actly one minute to explain to his 
chairman what his position is in the 
matter and what he wants said; each 
chairman-spokesman will be called to 
the microphone by the chairman of 
the meeting and be allowed six min- 
utes in which to express the views of 
his particular group, including his 
own. This will prevent one or two 
individuals from monopolizing the en- 
tire discussion, and within limits of 
practical time factors, permit expres- 
sions from all those present. After 
all of the chairmen-spokesmen have 
been heard in their allotted time of 
six minutes, at the discretion of the 
chairman of the meeting, additional 
time may be granted, but no addi- 
tional time may be granted until all 
chairmen-spokesmen have been heard. 

















FOR CERTIFIED 
HEARING AUD 
AUDIOLOGISTS ONLY 


Here is the em- 
blem of your 
Society — your 
symbol of Cer- 
tification as one 
accomplished in 
the science of 
serving, fitting 
and selling 
Hearing Aids. 
Solid gold, or- 
namented with rich blue enamel. 


Lapel Pin (1%4"x5%"") $5.00 ea. 
Cuff Links........ $15.00 pr. 
ees $7.50 ea. 


Sent registered mail, post prepaid. 





Order Today! 
C.0.D. or Enclose Check 


SOCIETY OF HEARING AID 
AUDIOLOGISTS 


6 North Michigan Avenue Chicago 2, Illinois 
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A WEL! se SALUTE 





That the transistor-equipped hearing aid, with 
all the great advantages it brings to the user, has 
been made available so promptly and so widely 
is a real tribute to the enterprise and alertness of 
the hearing aid industry. 

The makers of hearing aids were quick to ap- 
preciate the great increase in hearing aid effi- 
ciency, convenience and economy brought about 
by the transistor. Naturally, they relied upon a 
source of.supply that had been prominently iden- 
tified with the industry’s development and 
growth. For fourteen years Raytheon ha 
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TO THE HEARING AID 
MAKERS OF AMERICA 





performance that has contributed so importantly 
to hearing aid wearer satisfaction. 

Now, Raytheon employs the same mass produc- 
tion and inspection techniques on Raytheon 
Transistors that made Raytheon Hearing Aid 
Tubes standard throughout the world. Today, 
every hearing aid manufacturer who uses trans- 
istors uses Raytheon Transistors. 

The remarkable record of successful transistor 
performance in the field is the result of this fore- 
sight and teamwork by the hearing aid industry 
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